
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Springboard Invites Western New Yorkers to Apply for Prestigious 

Kauffman Fellows Program for Emerging Leaders in Venture Capital 

With support from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation, Springboard will fully fund 

any Western New York applicant who is accepted 
 

Buffalo, NY (November 17, 2025) – The Kauffman Fellows Program is now accepting applications for its 
Class of 2026 (KF31) cohort. This two-year, highly selective education and networking experience is 
designed to accelerate the success of leaders in the venture capital space. Participants receive training, 
mentorship from industry experts, and access to the Kauffman Fellows network – a community of more than 
1,000 peers shaping the future of investment and entrepreneurship. 
 
For the second consecutive year, Springboard, in partnership with the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation, will 
fully fund any accepted Western New York applicant. The scholarship covers the full cost of tuition and 
connects the selected participant with a global network of investors and innovators who bring deep, real-
world experience across every stage of investment.  
 
“Venture capital is essential to fueling innovation, and programs like the Kauffman Fellows ensure that 
Western New York has the talent and perspective needed to compete nationally,” said Paul Riser, Senior 
Program Officer for Entrepreneurship and Economic Development at the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Foundation. “This fully funded program equips emerging leaders with the mentorship, global networks, and 
hands-on experience to bring new ideas home and strengthen the regional entrepreneurial ecosystem. By 
supporting Springboard in this effort, we’re helping local investors access the insights and connections that 
can drive stronger startups and build a more resilient economy in Western New York." 
 
The Kauffman Fellows Program has a long history of accelerating the growth of emerging venture capital 
leaders. Buffalo native and 43North President Colleen E. Heidinger is the first ever Kauffman Fellow 
selected from this region and is part of the 2025 (KF30) cohort. She shares how transformative the program 
has been for her:  
 
“The Kauffman Fellows Program is truly life-changing – it broadened my understanding of the global venture 
landscape and helped me see ideas and capital flow across ecosystems,” said Heidinger. “I’m excited to 
see more Western New York leaders take advantage of this opportunity to build connections that can fuel 
our region’s continued growth.” 
 
Applications for the Kauffman Fellows Class of 2026 are now open. 

• Early application deadline: December 12, 2025 ($100 fee) 

• Final application deadline: January 9, 2026 ($300 fee) 
 

For more information: 

• Kauffman Fellows Program: https://www.kauffmanfellows.org  

• Springboard: https://springboardny.org/  
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