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2025 Springboard Awards $551,625 to Twelve Ecosystem Builders  
 
Buffalo, NY, July 25, 2025 – Winners of Springboard, a prize competition that focuses 
on building a healthy, connected entrepreneurial ecosystem, were awarded a total of 
$551,625 on Thursday, July 24 at a celebratory event at Larkin Square in Buffalo, NY. 
Twelve winners from Buffalo, Rochester and the Southern Tier were chosen from 253 
applications and received awards in amounts ranging from $6,000 to $100,000. Funding 
for Springboard is provided by the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation. 
 
"We continue to see bold ideas and powerful energy from ecosystem builders across 
the Western New York region through the Springboard prize competition. The awardees 
represent dynamic events, initiatives, and programs that will connect entrepreneurs with 
resources, information, peers and support organizations. Their creativity builds on the 
momentum of past winners, further accelerating a vibrant, inclusive culture of 
entrepreneurship.” said Paul Riser, Sr. Program Officer, Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Foundation. 
 
The 2025 winners and awarded amounts are: 
 
19 Ideas -- $50,000 for Startup Wednesday events in Buffalo and Rochester, a four-
session series that empowers new founders to pitch, build, test and launch an idea 
within one month. 
 
NextCorps, Inc.-- $25,625 for AI Startup Jam, an immersive three-day event where 
participants will learn about the latest AI tools to build a software product, and the top 
ten will be invited to a pitch competition. 
 
BootSector, Inc. -- $40,000 for BootUp: AI, a six-month initiative equipping early-stage 
founders and entrepreneurs with the knowledge, skills, and community support needed 
to launch successful AI-enabled startups. 
 
Buffalo Open Coffee Club -- $6,000 for free open networking events that offer 
peer-to-peer support for WNY’s entrepreneurial community. 
 



Endeavor Western New York Inc. -- $75,000 for an Entrepreneur Learning Tour 
between WNY, Cleveland and Pittsburgh over three events to introduce founders to 
networks beyond their hometown and provide curated learnings from experts. 
 
Grey Ziff LLC -- $30,000 for WNY48, a weekend-long startup competition with hands-
on learning, mentorship and access to ecosystem partners for entrepreneurs to launch 
their new ventures in just 48 hours. 
 
Immunaeon Inc. -- $19,000 for Entrepreneurship in Biotech for Aspiring Founders, a 
two-day event catalyzing innovation, collaboration and investment across the life 
sciences and biotech ecosystem of WNY. 
 
Olean Business Development Corporation -- $56,000 for Transition Matchmaking, a 
succession program in Olean enabling long time small business owners to exit their 
businesses gracefully by having entrepreneurs continue and improve on their legacy. 
 
Startup Grind ROC -- $50,000 for Startup Grind Conference 2026 WNY 
Delegation, starting with pitch events for local startups that culminate in a chance to 
represent WNY at the next conference in Silicon Valley. 
 
The Foundry -- $50,000 for MakeHER Business Family Dinners, supporting single and 
parenting entrepreneurs through monthly events and accountability mentor meetups by 
removing the barrier of childcare. 
 
Upstate Venture Connect -- $100,000 for Upstate to DC: Founders Roadshow, 
a two-day curated experience for ten high-growth startups from WNY, connecting them 
with policymakers, federal innovation leaders and peer founders in Washington, DC. 
 
Urban League of Rochester, NY, Inc. -- $50,000 for ROC Women’s Business Center’s 
from Hustle to Enterprise: Leveling Up the Entrepreneurial Market, a six-week program 
combining business fundamentals with physical and mental wellness, primarily for 
women. 
 
Winners were chosen by a panel consisting of these four judges who are seasoned 
entrepreneurs: Kamal Patel, a partner in the Good Neighbor Fund and Head of Product 
at AireXpert; Khadesha Okwudili, founder and CEO of Agape, a relationship wellness 
platform; Omar Bakht, chief executive officer of Advanced Gene Transfer Co with over 
ten years of experience in technology commercialization, university start-ups, and 
bioscience ventures; and Jack Greco, co-founder of ACV Auctions, Founder of Cupule 
Ventures, LLC and board member of Engio/AireXpert. 
 
This year’s promotional partners were The Exchange at Beverly Gray, Olean BDC,   
NextCorps, 43 North, LaunchNY, Southern Tier West, and OneRoc. Program 
implementation was led by Main Light Strategies and the Center for Regional 
Strategies.  
 



About the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation 

The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation is a grantmaking organization dedicated primarily 
to sustained investment in the quality of life of the people of Southeast Michigan and 
Western New York. The two areas reflect the devotion of Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. to his 
hometown of Detroit and greater Buffalo, home of his beloved Buffalo Bills NFL team. 
Prior to his passing in 2014, Mr. Wilson provided that a significant share of his estate be 
used to continue a life-long generosity of spirit by funding the Foundation that bears his 
name. Based in Detroit, the Foundation began with a grantmaking capacity of $1.2 
billion over a 20-year period, which expires January 8, 2035. This structure is consistent 
with Mr. Wilson’s desire for the Foundation’s impact to be immediate, substantial, 
measurable, and overseen by those who knew him best. For more information visit 
www.rcwjrf.org. 
 
About the Center for Regional Strategies 
The Center for Regional Strategies is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization focusing on 
planning, developing and implementing collaborative economic growth models to build 
sustainable community wealth, especially in underserved areas. CRS’s work focuses on 
three pillars Workforce, Placemaking and Small Business. 
 
About Main Light Strategies 
Main Light Strategies is a Buffalo, New York-based strategic consulting firm that 
specializes in helping communities and companies achieve meaningful objectives in the 
areas of economic development, large-scale public-private partnerships, and 
professional sports and entertainment. 
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