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43North President Colleen E. Heidinger Selected for Prestigious
Kauffman Fellowship

Inclusion in globally renowned program for venture capital leaders further validates
the rise of Western New York’s innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem

(Buffalo, NY) June 17, 2025 - The Kauffman Fellows today announced its Class of 2025 (KF30)
cohort, welcoming a diverse group of venture capital leaders into its prestigious global network.
Included in this latest cohort is Colleen E. Heidinger, president of the Buffalo-based startup
accelerator 43North and a proven leader within Western New York’s burgeoning entrepreneurial
ecosystem. Heidinger was chosen for advanced training, immersive education, and mentorship
focused on sustaining venture capital excellence to drive both local and global innovation and
economic growth.

“I'm deeply honored and truly humbled to join the KF30 cohort. This recognition is not just a
personal milestone—it’s a tribute to the countless community-driven champions who have
ignited entrepreneurial and venture energy across Western New York for over a decade,” said
Heidinger. “It’s a proud moment for our entire ecosystem, reflecting the momentum we’ve built
and the unwavering optimism we carry into the future. I'm excited to bring home new insights
and connections from the Kauffman experience to help propel our community even further.”

As one of the first ever Kauffman Fellows selected from Western New York, Heidinger brings
decades of experience in startup support, ecosystem building, and community-driven
development.

“Colleen Heidinger represents exactly the kind of leader we seek out to join our Kauffman
Fellows community—a dynamic individual who combines local commitment with a vision for
global impact,” said Fernando Fabre, Kauffman Fellows CEO. “Her ongoing work at 43North has
helped put Buffalo on the startup map, and we’re thrilled to welcome her to the program.”

Over the last decade, nationally recognized startups have been drawn to Buffalo, new initiatives
have launched to support founders at all stages of formation and operation, and a bold, inclusive
blueprint for the region’s innovation economy has taken shape.
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Heidinger’s selection to KF30 reflects both her relentless stewardship and the growing
momentum of the regional entrepreneurial ecosystem, opening the door to national connections
and resources that benefit founders, funders, and the broader community.

Kauffman Fellows is a two-year, highly selective education and networking experience designed
to accelerate the success of leaders in the venture capital space. Participants gain hands-on
training, mentorship from industry experts, and access to the Kauffman Fellows network, a
network of peers shaping the future of investment and entrepreneurship. As part of her
Fellowship, Heidinger will join national and international gatherings with fellow investors and
innovation leaders, contribute to thought leadership shaping the future of inclusive
entrepreneurship, and complete a capstone project rooted in the opportunities and challenges
unique to Western New York.

Heidinger’s appointment builds on the momentum generated by Springboard, a collaborative
initiative launched in 2024 to support Western New York’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. Funded
by the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation and designed by the community, Springboard constitutes

the initial two phases of the 2032 Strategic Vision. This roadmap report, co-authored by
Kauffman Fellows alumnus Victor Hwang, is grounded in comprehensive input from key
stakeholder groups and outlines strategies to transform the regional entrepreneurial ecosystem.

“We helped fund Springboard in hopes of accelerating new ideas, raising new voices, and
creating the kind of visibility that can turn local energy into lasting momentum,” said Paul Riser,
Senior Program Officer of the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation. “Colleen’s Fellowship
participation is exactly the kind of moment we envisioned where national recognition affirms the
strength of what’s happening here and reinforces our belief that Western New York is not just
participating in the future of innovation but helping to lead it.”

The Fellowship is also being made possible through scholarship funding provided by the Ralph
C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation, in partnership with Springboard, to support emerging venture capital
leaders like Heidinger who can help channel investment and opportunity into the region’s
innovation economy.

Since 1995, the Kauffman Fellowship has accelerated the development and success of venture
capital investors around the world. We believe that venture capital is one of the most powerful
tools for economic development and prosperity. We also believe that being a great venture
capital investor requires skills and discipline that come with practice, mentoring, education, and
effort. Our mission is to ensure our Fellows, through our education programs and network,
acquire and create new skills rooted in venture capital excellence and use those skills to lead
meaningful positive change.

To learn more about Kauffman Fellows, please visit: https://www.kauffmanfellows.org

To learn more about Springboard, please visit: https://springboardny.org/
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